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Foreword 



— (TDC-NF) The Suez Crisis is another addition to the Special Series Crisis Collection 
published by the NSA History and Publications Division. The Suez crisis of 1956 is an 
interesting study of U.S. intelligence, especially its Sigint aspect, during a "brushfire” 
situation. The crisis presented United States policymakers with a unique intelligence 
dilemma. Two U.S. allies, Britain and France, opposed American policy objectives. 
Working with Israel, they co nspired to take t he Suez Canal and preserve their influence 

in the area. This study, by , provides remarkable insights into Anglo- 

American relations, U.S. relations with Egypt, France, and Israel, and American 
concerns over the Soviet Union and its reaction to the crisis. The study is based on a 
review oi 

(TSC-rsrj Ms. | graces the crisis trom its historical roots with the construction 

of the Suez Canal in lttby through the rise of Nasser to negotiations over arms and aid in 
constructing the Aswan Dam, to Nasser’s nationalization of the Suez Canal Company, to 
British-French-Israeli plots, to the actual invasion. She clearly shows that "the attack 
occurred without our knowledge and came as a complete surprise to us ” - despite 
Presiden t Eisenhower’s public statements to the contrary. U.S. int elligence ,f 

provided key clues to the coming offensiv e. U.SI I closely followed the allied 

invasion and closely monitored Soviet reaction. study also reveals that despite 

British-United States estrangement, the Un ited States was dependent on British 

Hand that the close working rel ationship 
between the Anglo poseurs in the Sigint area was never seriously threatened. 

study is an important contribution to our understanding 

of the Second Party relationship and to the use of Sigint in a brushfire situation. 



Henry F. Schorr eck 
NSA Historian 
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